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Urban Ecology Center's

BioBlitz and Ice Cream Social
Saturday, September 18Saturday, September 18Saturday, September 18Saturday, September 18Saturday, September 18Saturday, September 18Saturday, September 18Saturday, September 18

Grand Opening, Ice Cream Social 
and Bio What?
by Tim Vargo, Research Coordinator

Ever heard of a BioBlitz?  Neither had I.  But this article 
will not only help you understand what a BioBlitz is, it will 
give you the opportunity to experience it!

According to the Madison-based Biodiversity Project, who 
is partnering with the Urban Ecology Center to bring you 
the event, a BioBlitz is “designed as part festival, part educa-
tional event, and part scientifi c endeavor.”  It brings together 
scientists, volunteers, and the public to see how many species 
they can count in a day-long biological survey.  The public 
is invited to observe the scientists’ activities, to interact with 
them, and to participate in other activities that are presented 
by partner organizations and hosts.  Ultimately, a BioBlitz is 
designed to increase the public’s awareness of the biodiversity 
in their backyards.  In our case, this is Riverside Park.

Saturday July 31st

Just like an old time barn raising, we moved everything we 
own into our new center in one day!  Many hands make light 
work indeed. 

One hundred volunteers from 
young to old representing many 
colors and cultures, three moving 
trucks, two donated by Jerry and 
Kathy Krause and a lot of Oak-
land Trattoria Pizza and days of 
advanced organization by Educa-
tion Director Beth Fetterley and 
you have a formula for effi cient 
and effective fun.   I mean it … 
we really had fun!   How couldn’t 
you when you have such a great community and an incred-
ibly beautiful building to move into.   

Don’t be fooled into thinking that all we had to do was 
move the things from our portable classroom.  We had 

equipment and furniture stored all over town in borrowed 
garages and warehouses collected throughout the year while 
we watched a miracle arise in Riverside Park.   

It is an amazing experience for 
those of us who have been living in 
the cramped offi ce of the old dou-
ble wide trailer.  No longer do we 
need to go outside to use the park's 
bathroom.   No longer do we need 
to wait in line to use one of the 
two phone lines.  No longer do we 
need to worry about the ceiling tile 
falling on us with every rain.  No 
longer does Carijean, who creates 
this newsletter, have to ask for as-
sistance to go anywhere … she can 

roll her wheelchair and operate doors all through the three 
fl oors of the Center!  No longer will we need to hike kids 
through practicing high school football players to get to the 
natural area.  No longer will we be reliant on a hodgepodge 
of donated computers.  No longer do we have to worry about 
lectures fi lling up our single classroom.  Volunteers actually 
have a lounge of their own and a place to put their things!  I 
know many thought our previous quarters to be quaint, but 
those of us who lived in it won’t miss it for long.  Sure, we 
have other challenges to look forward to with the new facil-
ity, and there will be aspects of the grassroots origin missed, 
but overall we could not be more excited. 

Kresge Challenge
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Bits and Pieces of News From the Cen ter
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Urban Ecology Center
Riverside Park

1500 East Park Place
Milwaukee, WI 53211

Phone: (414) 964-8505
Email: uec@execpc.com

www.UrbanEcologyCenter.org

Hours of op er a tion:

Monday - Friday
9 a.m. - 5 p.m.

Saturday
10 a.m - 5 p.m.

Sunday
Noon - 5 p.m.

The Urban Ecology Cen ter is a 
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science pro grams to 
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Gifts of Stock:

A gift of stock can also benefi t the 
Center.  Donations of stock may 
receive a double tax benefi t: you can 
deduct the full fair market value of ap-
preciated stock, if owned for more than 
one year, and you can save again by 
avoiding all capital gains taxes on the 
“paper profi t.”  

Planned Gifts: 

Whether a bequest in your will, a 
benefi ciary designation on your insur-
ance policy or retirement plan, or the 
establishment of a char i ta ble trusts a 
planned gift will help the Center far 
into the future.  

To discuss any of these giving op-
tions, please contact Judy at 964-8505, 
ext. 102.

Do You Remember? by Ginger Duiven, Membership Coordinator

Do you remember how you learned 
about the Urban Ecology Center?  
Many of you may not because you have 
been members for many years.  Some 
of you may have joined us recently 
after learning about the Center from 
one of our friendly and knowledgeable 
volunteers at a summer event.  Regard-
less if you are a brand new or long time 
member, thank you for joining us! 

My name is Ginger Duiven and 
I work with Center Membership.  I 
think my job is the easiest one here.  
All I have to do is talk to people about 
the great things that go on here, tell 
them about the incredible new build-
ing and describe the benefi ts of mem-
bership and most people can’t resist 
joining.  What are the benefi ts of 
membership?  

How about a little refresher on mem-
bership benefi ts. 

• Discounts on the great program-
ming offered for all ages including:

o Urban Adventures canoe trips (if 
you haven’t tried this yet I highly 

recommend you try a trip soon; 
the Urban Adventures team 
make it so fun and easy)

o Friday bonfi res

o Workshops and lectures on a 
variety of ecological topics

o Summer Camp for kids

• Subscription to the bi-monthly 
newsletter with a calendar of events 
and timely articles about issues you 
care about.

• Three great Celebrations per year: 
Earth Day, Fall Ice Cream Social and 
Winter Fest. 

• Equipment lending (free use of Equipment lending (free use of Equipment lending
great stuff!) – borrow a canoe or 
kayak and explore the urban water-
ways (some restrictions apply).  Take 
a walk in our snowshoes, camp in 
our tents or tackle a garden project 
with our wheel barrow.  Call us at 
964-8505 for an equipment list. 

• Volunteer Opportunities – whether 
you are looking for a way to give 

back to your community or a way 
to meet other people that share your 
interests there is a place for you at 
the Center!

• Satisfaction that your membership 
supports opportunities for many 
who would otherwise be unable to 
participate in our education pro-
grams (over 10,000 urban youth 
visits last year).  Your support helped 
build a facility to improve and 
expand our offerings and provide a 
meeting place for our community.

As the Urban Ecology Center grows 
into the new building we want to grow 
our membership too. Please spread the 
word and ask people to join us. We are 
available to talk to community groups, 
set up booths at local events and can 
arrange tours for groups interested in 
learning more. Give me a call at the 
Center (964-8505) if you want to vol-
unteer to work on membership, have 
ideas to grow membership, or just want 
me to send you some membership bro-
chures. I would love to hear from you.

Are you aware of the many ways 
you can make a char i ta ble gift to the 
Center?  Gifts provide much-needed 
support for our programs, are person-
ally heartwarming and may produce 
signifi cant tax savings for you.

Workplace-giving campaigns

The Center is a member of 
Community Shares of Greater 
Milwaukee, a federation of over 50 
Milwaukee-area nonprofi t agencies 
working for social change, economic 
justice and environmental awareness.  
In a Community Shares of Greater 
Milwaukee campaign, we are represent-
ed on the Community Donor Choice 
card, which provides an opportunity 
for you to designate your workplace 
giving to a specifi c agency.  If you don’t 
receive a Donor Choice card as part of 
your package, you can ask your Human 
Resources representative for one. 

Many Ways to Give to the Ecology Center compiled by Carijean Buhk, Public Relations Coordinator

Donate your car

Through a partnership with Ranch 
Community Services, you can donate 

your car or other older vehicle to sup-
port both nonprofi ts.  Ranch Commu-
nity Services provides therapy to per-
sons with disabilities at its horse ranch 
in Menomonee Falls, fi xes and resells 
cars, vans and trucks.  The Center will 
receive 50% of the sale for any vehicle 
donated through our contacts.  

Pick 'n Save We Care program

Be sure to designate the Center, 
#879200, as your We Care choice.  
Each time you use your Advantage Plus 
Savers Card, the Center will receive a 
cash rebate.
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How do 
you recognize 
the efforts of 
volunteers over 
fi fteen years?  
That’s the chal-
lenge the Urban 
Ecology Center 
faced with our recent “Toast to Volun-
teers” on July 30th, on the eve of our 
move-in into the new building.  

From our beginning as the Friends 
of Riverside Park, to our fi rst residence 
in the double wide trailer, to our most 
recent expansion into the new facility, 
the Urban Ecology Center has grown 
because of the efforts of volunteers.  So 
many people have done countless tasks, 
each of which has added a piece to the 
puzzle in this grassroots growth.  How 
do you recognize these individuals in 
a way that befi ts their contributions?  
You can’t.  The gifts are too many and 
various.  Invariably, in recognizing 
some, you omit others.  But we gave it 
our best shot, toasting all of the volun-
teers who have brought us to this point 
and highlighting a few of the special 
stories.

Former Executive Director, Else 
Ankel and current Director Ken Lein-
bach presided during the recognition 
ceremony, and Else was surprised to be 
recognized for her own stellar volun-
teerism. Without her vision and years 
of service, the organization would not 
have gotten off the ground. 

Volunteers Receive Toast!
by Darrell Smith, Community Program Coordinator

A special award was given to Lor-
raine Jacobs, current board Vice-Presi-
dent. Lorraine received the fi rst annual 
“Volunteer of the Year” award for her 
overall contributions to the leader-
ship of the Center. Lorraine has been 
instrumental in organizing the board, 
planning special events, corresponding 
with members, facilitating committee 
meetings, and much more. 

Again, knowing that we can not 
mention all, we’re offering a few snip-
pets of the stories from the evening.

Anne Steinberg has been a long-Anne Steinberg has been a long-Anne Steinberg
time friend, active board member 
and web master, allowing us to reach 
thousands of people a year through 
our website.  Our current board chair, 
Dennis Grzezinski, has been instru-
mental in helping us navigate the legal 
complexities of building a facility and 
creating leases with three different 
entitities- Milwaukee County Parks, 
Milwaukee Public Schools, and City of 
Milwaukee.  Pieter Godfrey has been Pieter Godfrey has been Pieter Godfrey
a valuable neighbor to the south of the 
park.  He secured a large portion of the 
recycled material for the new build-
ing, and has helped with mechanical 
emergencies, like when the tongue of 
our canoe trailer broke off in traffi c on 
Pt. Washington Road!

Margarete Harvey has been a Margarete Harvey has been a Margarete Harvey
long-time board member, supporter 
and visionary, planning the new 
playground and offering her expertise 
as a landscape architect.  Lou Agnew
has worked on our land as part of the 

“Burdock Brigade” since the early 
years, providing a steady presence and 
utilizing his exceptional knowledge of 
native plants and natural systems to 
revitalize the park.  Mark Sandy and 
Ton Franssen have done a yeoman’s 
job of getting our books in order and 
creating a system for effi cient fi scal 
management- invaluable for a lean 
non-profi t like us!

Stephanie Kozcela, who just gradu-
ated from Shorewood High School, 
came to us as a High School Outdoor 
Leader and far exceeded her required 
volunteer service, giving over 200 
volunteer hours and introducing her 
entire high school to the Urban Ecol-
ogy Center.  At a time when the Center 
was facing a critical fi nancial shortfall, 
Bonnie Vick gave an interest-free loan Bonnie Vick gave an interest-free loan Bonnie Vick
from her personal savings to enable 
the Center to continue its work.  Susie 
Kasten co-chaired our building com-
mittee and was a vital supporter.  As 
Ken and Else expressed, without her, 
the Urban Ecology Center would not 
exist.  Harvey Taylor has continually Harvey Taylor has continually Harvey Taylor
supported the center as a musician, 
poet and friend who communicates a 
spirit-fi lled respect for all people and 
creatures.  

This list is insuffi cient to say the 
least.  To all our volunteers, know that 
your work is valued, is essential, and 
has made a difference to the commu-
nity and the lives of others who come 
in contact with the Center.  Our toast 
is to you!

Now the hard work begins of getting 
everything in its proper place and ready 
for the onslaught of neighborhood 
students this fall.  Twenty-two schools 
will be joining us in the Neighborhood 
Environmental Education Project this 
fi rst year in the new building.  Already 
every available day of the school year 

is booked!  Our fi rst priority is to have 
our classrooms ready.  Volunteers are 
helping out every day setting up the 
donated tables, organizing the new 
kitchen and planting the donated prai-
rie plants near our entranceways.  

It will take many months before we 
feel settled in as exhibits will be added 

throughout the year.  However, it won’t 
take long before we call this new build-
ing home.  

Come join us on September 18th for 
our ice cream social and grand open-
ing celebration so you can see fi rsthand 
our pride and joy.  Thank you for your 
support.

We Moved! continued from page 1



Astronomy Notes by Art Paque and Woody Hagge, Community Volunteers 

September will be a treat for early ris-
ing planet watchers, as we say goodbye 
to summer.  Pale Saturn will lead its es-
pecially bright companions, Venus and 
Mercury, in the morning sky.  October 
will have these and more; the peak of 
the Orionid Meteor Shower (20th) and 
a total lunar eclipse (27th).

September

The month begins with Venus (bril-
liant, -4.2) very close to Saturn (0.2) 
in the ENE after 3:30 a.m.  Look for 
Mercury (-0.5) just before sunrise in 
the E.  It will rapidly grow brighter as 
the month progresses.  During the 9th-
11th watch the small cluster of Saturn, 
Venus and the crescent moon cavort in 
the eastern predawn sky.

By the 13th, Mercury will be just 
slightly away (3.4º) from the old 
moon.  Asteroid 4 Vesta (6.1) will be 
at opposition.  See the sidebar for more 
information.  The 15th-25th will give 
the year’s best morning views of Mer-
cury as it reaches -1.2 magnitude.  The 
new moon on the 14th at 9:29 a.m 

The Autumnal Equinox and the full 
moon (Harvest/Acorns) will be on the 
22nd.

October

October’s morning planets will be 
Venus, Saturn, and Jupiter.  Mars will 
join them in the last week .

By October 7th, Saturn (-1.7) will be 
5.4º from the moon in the east south-
east and Mars will be close to Jupiter.  
From the 10th-11th Venus will be found 
near the moon.  By the 12th, Jupiter 
will also be found near the Moon and 
by 13th Mars moves close to the moon 
as well.  All of these events will be in 
the east to east southeast sky in the 
predawn hours.

New Moon on the 13th at 9:48 p.m.

The Orionid Meteor Shower will 
occur from the 15th through the 29th, 
peaking the night of the 20th.  The 
best viewing will be predawn the 21st.  
Watch 60º up in the southeastern sky 
and expect 25 per hour.  The light 
from the moon will not interfere.

Total Lunar Eclipse of the full moon 
(Hunter’s/Changing Season) on the 
27th begins at 7:05 p.m., the period of 
totality from 9:23 to 10:45 with the 
greatest eclipse at 10:04.   The Moon 
will take on a ruddy tint and is some-
times called a “Blood Moon”, just in 
time for Halloween!

Asteroid 4 Vesta

Vesta is the third most massive 
minor planet in our solar system.  It 
is oval or pumpkin shaped and has 
an average diameter of 320 miles.  
(Ceres is the largest in our solar 
system).  Vesta is approximately 220 
million miles from Earth. It circles 
the sun in 3.6 terrestrial years.

Discovered on March 29, 1807 by 
Heinrich Wilhelm Matthäus Olbers, 
Vesta is named for the ancient Ro-
man goddess of the hearth.  The 
fourth minor planet to be found, it 
is the brightest of the minor planets 
and is the only Main Belt asteroid 
that is ever visible to the unaided 
eye.  Its composition enables it to 
refl ect more light than Ceres and 
Pallas (second largest).

Very dark skies and sharp eyes are 
needed to see it “naked eye”.  It is 
only 6.1 magnitude at its brightest.  
September will be a good month 
to look for Vesta.  Binoculars and 
a detailed star map will help you 
locate the astroid.  Nearly any pair 
of binoculars will do if you are away 
from bright city lights. A detailed 
star map is available at 
http://www.heavens-above.com.

Grand Opening, Ice Cream Social and Bio What? continued from page 1

The BioBlitz is a “public-friendly” 
version of Conservational Interational’s 
Rapid Assessment Program (RAP), 
which was created in 1990 by two sci-
entists on a birding trip to Venezuela.  
In the face of massive tropical defor-
estation, they were pondering how to 
quickly learn enough about unknown 
locations in order to direct conser-
vation efforts.  The RAP program 
involves teams of international experts 
spending 3 to 4 weeks in a location to 
determine the biological value of an 
area – which involves, in part, making 
a list of all of the living species they 
can fi nd.  Their data have been used, 
among other ways, to create National 

Parks in Bolivia and Peru and to halt 
illegal oil drilling in Guatemala.

Our scaled-down BioBlitz (8 to 10 
hours in length) will involve teams 
of local experts who will count the 
number of species that live in River-
side Park.  Anyone who wants to get 
involved can sign up online (website 
listed below) to be on a “team” (reptile 
team, fi sh team, insect team, etc.).  
They will then have the opportunity 
to interact with the team leader (a fi eld 
expert) and follow them into the fi eld 
as they sample the park.

According to the Biodiversity Project, 
“Successful BioBlitzes have been con-

ducted in places such as Central Park 
in New York and Calumet, outside 
of Chicago, where more than 1,300 
species were found in just twenty-four 
hours.”  Where will Riverside Park 
stack up?  You can help us fi nd out!   

The BioBlitz is a media-friendly, 
family-oriented educational event.  If 
you would like to learn more or par-
ticipate in our BioBlitz, contact Tim 
Vargo, 964-8505 or visit 
www.great-lakesforever.orgwww.great-lakesforever.org and follow 
the link to BioBlitz.  For more infor-
mation on Conservation International’s 
Rapid Assessment Program, visit 
www.biodiversityscience.orgwww.biodiversityscience.org and follow 
the link to research.

5River Reflections
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Unless oth er wise in di cat ed, par tic i pants meet at the Urban Ecology Center, 1500 E. Park Place.  
Schol ar ships are available for all fee based programs. All programs are free and for everyone unless otherwise indicated. 

For gen er al in for ma tion call 964-8505, or visit www.UrbanEcologyCenter.org

SEPTEMBER THROUGH OCTOBER CALENDAR OF PROGRAMS

Urban Adventures
Call the Center at 964-8505 to register at least two days before the trip.  Trips will run as sched uled, rain or shine.  

Marked programs are not 
ac ces si ble for persons with physical dis abil i ties.  

All oth ers have limited ac ces si bil i ty. 

*

Special EventsSpecial Events

Urban Ecology Center Grand Opening 
and Ice Cream Social!

12 – 5 p.m. 
For everyone

Free
Come celebrate with us as we offi cially open our new facility to the public.  Our new building has something for everyone.  
Environmentalists will appreciate its eco-friendly “green” features.  Longtime eastside residents will enjoy the sense of place 

found in some of the building materials, such as the maple fl oor recycled from the gym at long-gone Bartlett Avenue School.  
Kids will love entering through their special door and sliding into the fi rst fl oor foyer.  And everyone will fi nd irresistible the 
sense of community the open and comfortable design brings.  Be sure to join one of the staff on a walking tour of the facility.  

Come also for the free ice cream, music, crafts, and activities throughout the day. 

Riverside Park BioBlitz
9 a.m. - 5 p.m.
For everyone

To participate, log on to www.greatlakes-forever.org

Designed as part contest, part festival, part educational event, part scientifi c endeavor, the BioBlitz brings together scientists 
and assisting community members in a race against time to see how many species they can count in a biological survey of a 
local greenspace.  Observe and interact with the scientists’ activities during the BioBlitz in order to really develop an under-

standing of the variety of species, or lack thereof, found in Riverside Park.  If you would like to learn more or participate in our 
BioBlitz, contact Tim Vargo, 964-8505, ext. 116, or visit www.great-lakesforever.orgwww.great-lakesforever.org and follow the link to BioBlitz..www.great-lakesforever.org and follow the link to BioBlitz..www.great-lakesforever.org

Full Moon Autumn Walk*
Tuesday, September 28
6-9 p.m.
For adults & accompanied 
children ages 10-17
Adults: $7 
(Members - $5) 
Children: $5
(Members - $3) 
Join us for a guided explora-
tion on the trails along the 
banks of the Milwaukee River 
under the Harvest Moon.  See 
the moonlight fi lter through 
the still-to-fall leaves and shim-
mer on the river.  Sunset is at 
6:39 p.m.  Moonrise is at 6:55 
p.m.  Wear comfortable shoes, 
bring water and a fl ashlight.  
Distance approximately 4 mi.

Friday Night “Triathlon”*
Friday, October 1
5:15 to 9:30 p.m.
For adults & accompanied 
children ages 10-17
Adults: $30 
(Members - $22) 
Children: $15 
(Members - $12) 
Dinner price not included 
(place TBA) 
Relax at the end of the work 
week with an evening paddle 
downtown for dinner.  Meet 
at the Center for an autumn 
stroll through Riverside Park 
to the Milwaukee River, where 
we will launch the canoes and 
fl oat downstream.  After dinner 
we will paddle upstream to the 
Rowing Club Boathouse.

Annual Halloween 
Costume Canoe Trip*
Saturday, October 30
11 a.m. to 3:30 p.m.
For adults and accompanied children 
ages 10-17
$30 (Members - $22)
Children  $15
Lunch is extra
Scare the tourists on the Riverwalk at our yearly on-the-water 
Halloween Party!  Meet at the Center for a walk through Riverside 
Park to the Milwaukee River, then canoe downtown for lunch 
(place TBA).  After eating we will paddle up river to the Milwaukee 
Rowing Club Boathouse.  Cool prizes for the best costumes!
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Daytrip to the 
International 
Crane Foundation!*
Saturday, September 11
11 a.m. - 6 p.m.
For adults
$25 (Members - $20)

Join us on 
a day-long 
trip to 
Baraboo to 
learn about 
the World-
Famous In-
ternational 
Crane 
Founda-
tion.  On 

a behind-the-scenes tour, we’ll 
discover how ICF is connecting 
to the global community and 
what is being done around the 
world to help protect cranes 
and the ecosystems on which 
they, and people, depend.  
We’ll hike onto ICF’s 100 acres 
of restored tall grass prairie 
and learn about the ecosystem 
protection and restoration 
work ICF is involved with not 
only on our site, but all over 
the world.  We will meet at the 
Center and drive together in 
our 15-passenger bifueled vans.  
Bring a bag lunch.

Milwaukee River 
Sturgeon Rehabilitation 
Project
Speaker:
   Bradley Eggold, 
   Fisheries Supervisor,
   Wisconsin DNR
Tuesday, September 14
7 – 8:30 p.m.
For adults
$3 (UEC Members - free)
The Wisconsin Department of 
Natural Resources has begun 
a long-term project to restore 
lake sturgeon to extirpated 
areas in Wisconsin.  In 2003, 
lake sturgeon stocking began in 
the Milwaukee and Manitowoc 
Rivers in order to build self-
sustaining natural populations.  
This lecture will detail their 
progress to date.

Evening Birding 
Workshop:  
Confusing Fall Warblers
Tuesday, September 21
5 – 6:30 p.m.
For adults
$3 (Members -free)
Warblers that can be diffi cult 
enough to identify in the 
spring are now in their drab 
fall plumages and singing far 
less.  Join us as we try to make 
order from chaos with a fall 
warbler slide show followed by 
a walk in Riverside Park to test 
our newfound knowledge.

Exploring Deep Ecology 
Discussion Course
An 8-Week Discussion 
Course of the Great Lakes 
Earth Institute
Organizing session:

Wednesday, 
September 22, 7 p.m.

Discussion Course begins:
Wednesday, 
September 29, 7 p.m.

For adults
$20 
Great Lakes Earth Institute 
Members - $15 
(Includes course materials)
Join us to explore our relation-
ship with the earth and the 
interconnectedness of every-
thing in it.

Discover an 
Urban Wilderness
Tuesday, October 5
7 - 8:30 p.m.
Speaker:  
   Eddee Daniel, 
   Photographer, Director,
   Urban Wilderness 
   Project
Join us for a voyage of explora-
tion to discover the wilds of 
Southeastern Wisconsin.  Since 
1999 Eddee Daniel has been 
photographing along rivers 
and streams right in our back 
yard for the Urban Wilderness 
Project.  His images show both 
the possibilities and challenges 
for citizens who want to ex-
perience what is wild without 
leaving the community.

Urban Composting
Thursday, October 7
7 p.m.
For adults
$5
Back by popular demand! 
Learn from UW Extension 
Master Gardeners how to turn 
your food and garden waste 
into nutrient rich compost year 
round.  This workshop fulfi lls 
Milwaukee’s city ordinance 
requiring training for urban 
composting.  

Evening Birding 
Workshops:  
Evening with Ducks!
Saturday, October 9
4 – 5:30 p.m.
For adults
$3 (Members -free)
The third installment of our 
evening birding workshops 
will focus on identifying ducks 
in their fall/winter plumages 
along the Milwaukee River.  
The class will start with a 
slideshow and end with a walk 
along the river in the park.

An American 
Naturalist in Iraq
Speaker:
   Howard Aprill, 
   Naturalist,  
   Wehr Nature Center 
Tuesday, October 12
7 – 8:30 p.m.
For adults
$3 (Members - free)
Join Howard as he describes his 
recent nine-month tour in Iraq 
and Kuwait.  Learn how Iraq is 
grappling with the monumen-
tal rebuilding efforts and the 
environmental challenges of a 
country devastated by war.

Hawkwatch!*
Saturday, October 23
8:30 – 11 a.m.
For adults
$12 (Members - $8)
Join Seth Cutright and UEC 
staff as we visit the bluffs of 
Lake Michigan at Concordia 
University to witness the splen-
dor of hawk migration and 
learn identifi cation basics.

Community Connections
If you or your group have a desire to connect with others through a particular activity 
or topic, give us a call and we’ll consider listing it in our Community Connections.
If you or your group have a desire to connect with others through a particular activity 
or topic, give us a call and we’ll consider listing it in our Community Connections.
If you or your group have a desire to connect with others through a particular activity 

Bird Walks at Lake Park: Fall 2004
Saturdays, October 2 & 9, 7:30 to 9 a.m.
These free walks are open to all ages/levels.  Birders familiar with Lake 
Park volunteer to lead people to the best spots in the park.  
These free walks are open to all ages/levels.  Birders familiar with Lake 
Park volunteer to lead people to the best spots in the park.  
These free walks are open to all ages/levels.  Birders familiar with Lake 

Harvest Fundraiser for Community Supported 
Agriculture at the Urban Ecology Center 
Saturday, October 2, 5:30 p.m.
Milwaukee chefs prepare a four-course meal with food from local 
organic farms.  Afterwards sample fair trade and organic coffees from 
Milwaukee chefs prepare a four-course meal with food from local 
organic farms.  Afterwards sample fair trade and organic coffees from 
Milwaukee chefs prepare a four-course meal with food from local 

Alterra Coffee Roasters.  The evening is complete with a silent auction 
organic farms.  Afterwards sample fair trade and organic coffees from 
Alterra Coffee Roasters.  The evening is complete with a silent auction 
organic farms.  Afterwards sample fair trade and organic coffees from 

and music by Embedded Reporter.  Cost: $50/person.  Tickets required 
Alterra Coffee Roasters.  The evening is complete with a silent auction 
and music by Embedded Reporter.  Cost: $50/person.  Tickets required 
Alterra Coffee Roasters.  The evening is complete with a silent auction 

in advance.  All proceeds support the Milwaukee CSA Initiative which 
and music by Embedded Reporter.  Cost: $50/person.  Tickets required 
in advance.  All proceeds support the Milwaukee CSA Initiative which 
and music by Embedded Reporter.  Cost: $50/person.  Tickets required 

connects family farms to city residents.  To register, contact Darrell at 
in advance.  All proceeds support the Milwaukee CSA Initiative which 
connects family farms to city residents.  To register, contact Darrell at 
in advance.  All proceeds support the Milwaukee CSA Initiative which 

964-8505 or 
connects family farms to city residents.  To register, contact Darrell at 
964-8505 or 
connects family farms to city residents.  To register, contact Darrell at 

dsmith@urbanecologycenter.org
connects family farms to city residents.  To register, contact Darrell at 

dsmith@urbanecologycenter.org
connects family farms to city residents.  To register, contact Darrell at 

dsmith@urbanecologycenter.org.

Lunar Eclipse Event at the Milwaukee Public Museum 
Wednesday, October 27, 7-11 p.m.
Astronomers from the Milwaukee Astronomical Society and the 
Center’s Urban Stargazers will help you gaze through a telescope to get 
Astronomers from the Milwaukee Astronomical Society and the 
Center’s Urban Stargazers will help you gaze through a telescope to get 
Astronomers from the Milwaukee Astronomical Society and the 

a detailed look at the moon during a lunar eclipse.  Viewing is free.  
Center’s Urban Stargazers will help you gaze through a telescope to get 
a detailed look at the moon during a lunar eclipse.  Viewing is free.  
Center’s Urban Stargazers will help you gaze through a telescope to get 

The total phase of the eclipse is from 9:23 to 10:44 p.m.  For more 
a detailed look at the moon during a lunar eclipse.  Viewing is free.  
The total phase of the eclipse is from 9:23 to 10:44 p.m.  For more 
a detailed look at the moon during a lunar eclipse.  Viewing is free.  

information call 414-278-2728
The total phase of the eclipse is from 9:23 to 10:44 p.m.  For more 
information call 414-278-2728
The total phase of the eclipse is from 9:23 to 10:44 p.m.  For more 

Cambridge Woods Neighborhood Association
Community Halloween Celebration  
Saturday, October 30, 6:30-8:30 p.m., at the Ecology Center 
Enjoy family Halloween fun at the Center’s new building!  
Fee: $5 per person, free for Cambridge Woods Neighborhood 
Enjoy family Halloween fun at the Center’s new building!  
Fee: $5 per person, free for Cambridge Woods Neighborhood 
Enjoy family Halloween fun at the Center’s new building!  

Association members.  Email Maryellen for more information at 
Fee: $5 per person, free for Cambridge Woods Neighborhood 
Association members.  Email Maryellen for more information at 
Fee: $5 per person, free for Cambridge Woods Neighborhood 

shea_maryellen@hotmail.com
Association members.  Email Maryellen for more information at 
shea_maryellen@hotmail.com
Association members.  Email Maryellen for more information at 
shea_maryellen@hotmail.comshea_maryellen@hotmail.com . 
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Science Saturdays 
Every Saturday
A drop-in program
Free - Donations welcome
Drop in anytime to discover 
the world of science through 
in ter ac tive ac tiv i ties, ex per i-
 ments or games.
Topics-

September: Camoufl age
October: Mapping

Animal Feeding Time
Every Sat ur day
1 p.m.
Free - Do na tions welcome
Help feed the Center’s resident 
turtles and snakes as you learn 
about the animals that inhabit 
the river valley.

Storytime in the Park
Sundays, September 12 & 
October 10 
2 - 3 p.m.
For ac com pa nied pre-
 school & kindergartners
$5 (Members - $3) 
per child 
Listen to nature stories and 
meet animal friends in our 
class room or look for new 
friends in the park! 

Friday Fire

Fridays, September 10 & 
October 15
7 p.m.:   Music for younger 
                audiences
7:45:       7:45:       7:45: Popcorn and 
                S’mores
8:15:       8:15:       8:15: Music for all ages 
$5 per person or $10 for a 
family (Members-free)
September 10 - Mike Gregory 
shows people how to make 
stringed instruments out of 
whatever is found around the 
house.  If you bring a clean 
plastic bowl, such as a 16 oz. 
or  larger cottage cheese or 
margarine tub, we will make 
“The Wonderful One-Stringed 
Wunjo”.

October 15 - A frequent per-
former at the Urban Ecology 
Center, Don Pardee brings his 
guitar and perhaps a musical 
guest (!) to our Friday Fire.    

Fall Wildfl ower Walk*
Sunday, September 19
2 - 3:30 p.m.
Adult: $5 (Members- $3)
Child: $4 (Members- $2)
Join natural landscaper Paul 
Ryan for an exploration of 
wildfl owers in Riverside Park.  
Delve into the beauty, unique 
history and lore of wildfl owers 
in our urban area.

Sunday Walk for 
Families*
Sunday, 
October 24
(weather per mit ting)
2 - 3 p.m.
Adult: $5 (Members - $3)
Child: $4 (Members - $2)
A maximum of $15 will be 
charged per family
Come explore Riverside Park 
as a family!  Take a guided hike 
through the natural area of the 
park and look for animal life.

Wednesday Walks 
With Ken*
Every Wednesday
9:30 -11 a.m.
Free - donations welcome
Explore Riverside Park and/or 
our new "green" facility with 
our Ex ec u tive Director, Ken 
Leinbach.  Call ahead to con-
fi rm, 964-8505.

Early Morning 
Birdwalks*
Every Thursday
8 a.m.
Free - donations welcome
Interested bird watchers of all 
ability levels are invited to join 
us in exploring sur round ing 
environs for bird life.  Bin-
 oc u lars available.

Burdock Bri gade*
Every Tuesday, 9 - 11 a.m.
Saturdays, 
September 4 & 18, 
October 2 & 16
9 - 10:30 a.m.
Free
Improve biodiversity in the 
park by removing alien plant 
species like burdock.

Riverside Camera Club
Thursday, September 2 
6:30 p.m. & 
Thursday, October 7
7 p.m.
For adults
Free
September:  Join us as we and 
the Ecology Center host our 
fi rst photo contest, judged by 
Terry Jakubaitis.  Following 
the contest, Terry will present 
a program on photographic 
composition and give hints 
on photographing buildings.  
Please note this meeting begins at 
6:30 p.m. 

October: Charlie Trimberger, 
award winning photographer 
and president of the Riverside 
Camera Club, presents his pro-
gram on Arizona Landscapes.  
Public welcome.  New mem-
bers of all ages encouraged. 

Little Wild Yards
Saturday, September 11
10 - 11 a.m. & 
Saturday, October 9
9:30 - 11 a.m.
For adults
Free
Join us as we tour natural wild 
yards.  Meet at the location 
listed or carpool from the Cen-
ter, call 964-8505 for details. 

September:  Two Wild Yards - 
Two Friends, 9155 N. Rexleigh 
Drive

October: Visit and Seed Col-
lection, 9701 N. Lake Drive.  
Guide: Lorrie Otto

Vegetarian Potluck 
Mondays, September 20 & 
October 18
6:30 - 8 p.m.
For adults and 
accompanied children
Free - donations welcome
Call 964-8505 to register.
If you are interested in meatless 
meals, bring a plate and fork 
along with your dish to share 
at our picnic style meal. 

Urban Star gaz ers
Thursdays, September 9 & 
October 14
7 p.m. 
Free - donations welcome
September:  All About Celes-
tial Coordinates presented by 
Jeffery Bass, Milwaukee Public 
Museum.  Pointing telescopes, 
using star atlases and fi nding 
sky objects often require cop-
ing with the baffl ing celestial 
coordinate system.  You can 
put it off, but eventually even 
an amateur yearns to know 
what right ascension, declina-
tion and other concepts are 
all about.  We’ll sort out all of 
these topics in a presentation 
with lots of visual aids and 
examples using real telescopes.  
The result is a solid introduc-
tion that will take you to the 
next level in your stargazing.

October:  Please join us for 
in for ma tion and sky-watching.  

Volunteer 
Op por tu ni ties

Volunteer 
Orientation
Saturdays, 
September 11 & 
October 16
10 a.m. - 12 noon
Free
Volunteers play a vital 
role in operating the 
Center.  Come to this 
in for ma tion al session and 
learn about the Center’s 
programs and how to get 
involved.



Urban Ecology Center Programs September 2004 September 2004 

Please Con tact the Cen ter for details                                                         (414) 964-8505        www.UrbanEcologyCenter.org

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

1
9:30a    Walk with Ken

2
8a    Birdwalk
7p  Riverside 
       Camera Club

3 4
Science Saturdays 
(every Saturday) topic:(every Saturday) topic:
Camoufl age
9a    Burdock Brigade9a    Burdock Brigade
1p    Animal Feeding1p    Animal Feeding

5 6 7
9a    Burdock Brigade

8
9:30a    Walk with Ken

9
8a    Birdwalk
6p     Urban Stargazers

10
7p    Friday Fire
         Performer: 
         Mike Gregory

11
10a   Volunteer 
          Orientation
10a  Little Wild Yards10a  Little Wild Yards
11a  Daytrip to the 
         International 
         Crane Foundation         Crane Foundation
1p    Animal Feeding1p    Animal Feeding

12
2p    Storytime in 
         the Park

13 14
9a    Burdock Brigade
7p    Milwaukee River
         Sturgeon 
         Rehabilitation
        Project

15
9:30a    Walk with Ken

16
8a    Birdwalk

17 18
Urban Ecology 

Center 
Grand Opening
Ceremony - 2p

BioBlitz - 9a
Ice Cream Social - 12pIce Cream Social - 12p

--------------------------------------------------
9a    Burdock Brigade9a    Burdock Brigade
1p    Animal Feeding1p    Animal Feeding

19
2p    Fall Wildfl ower 
        Walk

20
6:30p     Vegetarian 
                Potluck

21
9a    Burdock Brigade
5p    Confusing Fall
         Warblers

22
9:30a    Walk with Ken
7p         Exploring Deep
              Ecology

23
8a    Birdwalk

24 25
1p    Animal Feeding1p    Animal Feeding

26 27 28
9a    Burdock Brigade
6p   Full Moon Walk

29
9:30a    Walk with Ken
7p         Exploring Deep
              Ecology

30
8a    Birdwalk



Urban Ecology Center Programs October 2004October 2004

Please Con tact the Cen ter for details                                                         (414) 964-8505        www.UrbanEcologyCenter.org(414) 964-8505        www.UrbanEcologyCenter.org

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

1

5:15p   Friday Night
              "Triathalon"

2

Science Saturdays 
(every Saturday) topic:(every Saturday) topic:
Mapping

9a   Burdock Brigade

1p    Animal Feeding

3 4 5

9a   Burdock Brigade

7p   Discover an Urban
        Wilderness

6

9:30a    Walk with Ken

7p         Exploring Deep
              Ecology

7

8a  Birdwalk

7p  Riverside 
       Camera Club

7p  Urban Composting

8 9

9a       Hike the 
            Milwaukee River            Milwaukee River

9:30a  Little Wild Yards9:30a  Little Wild Yards

1p       Animal Feeding1p       Animal Feeding

4p       Evening with 
            Ducks!

10

2p    Storytime in 
         the Park

11 12

9a   Burdock Brigade

7p   An American 
       Naturalist in Iraq

13

9:30a    Walk with Ken

7p        Exploring Deep
             Ecology

14

8a    Birdwalk

6p    Urban Stargazers

15

7p    Friday Fire
         Performer: 
         Don Pardee and 
         guest (!)

1616

9a   Burdock Brigade

10a   Volunteer 
          Orientation

1p    Animal Feeding

17 18

6:30p  Vegetarian 
             Potluck

19

9a   Burdock Brigade

20

9:30a    Walk with Ken

7p        Exploring Deep
             Ecology

21

8a    Birdwalk

7p     Urban Stargazers

22

7p      Friday Fire

2323

8:30a   Hawkwatch!

1p        Animal Feeding1p        Animal Feeding

24
2p   Sunday Walk 

      for Families
31

25 26

9a   Burdock Brigade

27

9:30a    Walk with Ken

7p         Exploring Deep
              Ecology

28

8a    Birdwalk

29 3030

Annual Halloween Annual Halloween 
Costume Canoe TripCostume Canoe Trip

11a

1p    Animal Feeding
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Thank You From the Center
In-kind donations:

Henry Paque - cross 
country skis & poles

Charla Reetz - 
canopy tent

Bill Rumpf - rototiller

Welcome New and 
Renewing Members:

Louis & Mary Agnew
Anne Bales
Stacey Bast
Gail Becker
Edward & Janet 
Beimborn

Joseph & Janie Besharse
Cherith Bevers
Christine Bittner
Deanna & Robert 
Braeger

Jill & David Braun
Doug Brown

Barbara Bythell
Peter & Kristine Coffey
Elliot & Marcia Coles
Joan Cook
Andrew Cook
Anne & Theodore 
Crandall

Rose Daitsman
Charlie Dee
Carl & Emily DeLeo
Michael Dillon
Julie Dolinky
Joan Fagan & David 
Cross

Marcia Ferguson & 
William Velde

Sarah, Will & Kate 
Fetterley

Kate Gay
Leslie Grinker
Gabriela Grippo
Beth & Tom Groble
Margaret Gruna

Carole Hoefs
Steven & Cathy 
Hoelter

Bill & M.A. Houghton
Diana Hu
Ken Jenkins
William & Rita Jennaro
Anne Johnson
Beth Kaplan & Steve 
Marshall

The Katz Family
Linda A. & Jerry R. 
Kilmowicz

Russ & May Klisch
Val & Sory Klump
Sonya Jongsma Knauss
Terry Knudsen
Joanne Kolodzik
Tonia Kountz
Maggie Krochalk
Elenore Lee
Mr. & Mrs. Earl Lemon
Diane Lindenau

Eva Mack
Larry Martin
Janet Trostel Martin
Kevin & Cindy 
Mathews

Christopher Miller
Mary Mitchell
Steve Moore
Suzanne Mroczynski
Henry Musto & Mary 
Ellen Shea

Michael & Sally 
Noonan

John & Marchelle 
Odom

Sarah & Matthew 
Parker

Laura & Antonio 
Paunan

Matthew & Zulma 
Peters

Jim Pochert

Tami Quinlan & 
John Miceli

Robert Ragir
John Reiss
Daniel Richardson
Laurel R. S. Sampson
Thomas Schmid
Paul & Amy Seifert
Catherine Small
Robin Squier
Annette Stoddard-
Freeman

Steve Strode
Richard Strong
Myra Taxman
Patricia Votavo
Eileen  Walter
Steven Werlin
Roger Werner
Ann Wydeven
Maria Zanoni
Roseman Zigali

Rain Barrel Sale!
$33 unpainted and $43 painted (shown). 
($10 goes to the Urban Ecology Center)
Similar barrels commonly sell for $100!

To order, call the Center at 964-8505.  
Credit cards accepted.

• Recycled commercial barrels
• 55 gallon storage
• Fast or slow release of water
• Mosquito-proof and child safe

Rain barrels courtesy of the Mil wau kee 
Metropolitan Sewerage District.

Home Composters
$49.00  ($79.00 Retail)  

To order, call the Center at 964-8505.  to ar-
range a pick-up time. Credit cards accepted.

• Smith & Hawken design
• 100% Recycled Plastic
• Large Capacity- 13 cubic feet
• Snap-lock construction with locking lid
• Easily assembled, fi ts in most cars
• Compost book in clud ed
• Compost turners available for $10.00 each.

Pick-up time: October 7th at the Urban Ecology Center.
Make sure to attend our UW-Extension 
Urban Composting Workshop, October 7th, 7 pm.

Alterra Coffee Roasters, Inc.Alterra Coffee Roasters, Inc.Alterra Coffee Roasters, Inc.Alterra Coffee Roasters, Inc.Alterra Coffee Roasters, Inc.Alterra Coffee Roasters, Inc.Alterra Coffee Roasters, Inc.

Beans & BarleyBeans & BarleyBeans & BarleyBeans & Barley

REI, Inc.REI, Inc.

United WaterUnited WaterUnited Water

A special thanks goes to the following businesses for their continued in-kind donations.

Alterra Coffee Roasters Five Star Fish Bayside Garden Cen ter Hoffers Tropic Life Pets Cyberlink Cousins Subs

A Special Thanks To The Following 
Community Partners For Their 

Financial Support:
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The benefi ts of membership include discounts on pro grams and prod ucts, in vi ta tions to special events, op por tu ni ties for neigh bor hood stew-
 ard ship and a one year news let ter sub scrip tion. To be come a mem ber of the Ur ban Ecol o gy Center, or to make a do na tion, please com plete the 

form below and re turn it to: 
Urban Ecol o gy Center

Riverside Park, 1500 E. Park Pl..
Milwaukee, Wisconsin, 53211

                                                                                                                                                                                                                    Cost                            Total

Individual (member + 1 guest)                                                                                                                                                $25                        $_______
Family                                                                                                                                                                                             $35                        $_______
Student                                                                                                                                                                                           $12                        $_______
One-year newsletter subscription, no other member ben e fi ts.                                                                                      $10                        $_______

Financial assistance is available.  Please call for details.

                                                                                                                                                                     Cost                      Total
Support a community program.                                                               Support a community program.                                                               Support a community program.                                                                               $50                        $_______
Support one half day at the Center by a school class.                                                                                                    $100                       $_______
Support one full day at the Center by a school class.                                                                                                      $200                       $_______
Support a neighborhood school for one year (26 fi eld trips)                                                                                      $3000                     $_______
Please accept this donation for terrifi c service to the community                                                                                                              $_______

      I would like to volunteer at the Center.  Please call me.

Name   __________________________________________________        Phone _______________________        Email      ____________________

Address ____________________________ City ___________________ State _____ Zip ______

Memberships may be paid by check or credit card. Checks should be made payable to Urban Ecology Center.

Charge my membership to:   o Master Card         o  Visa
Card Number _______  - _______ - _______ - _______       Expiration Date   _____/_____
Signature  _____________________________________________   Date ____________________

The  Urban Ecology Center has many new programs, a growing student body, expanding family involvement, ongoing research and necessary 
facility improvements.  Your fi nancial contribution will help ensure that the Urban Ecology Center continues to provide an unforgettable experi-

ence for all.

in addition to mem ber ship
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MEMBERSHIP

Riverside Park
1500 E. Park Place 1500 E. Park Place

Milwaukee, WI  53211 Milwaukee, WI  53211

DONATION

“It’s kind of fun to do the impossible”
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